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(To allow for a consolidated effort to clean up all site-wide radiologically contaminated soils.)

his updated diagram shows Brookhaven National Laboratory's progress 
through the many steps of the Superfund cleanup.  One chart is for 
"removal actions" (right) and the other for "operable units" (below).

The Lab's cleanup is organized into six administrative segments, each representing a 
geographic area of the Lab site .  The soil and groundwater in the "operable units" 
are investigated to see if past Lab practices have left contamination with the 
potential to impact human  health and/or the environment.  If contamination is 
found, BNL's Office of Environmental Restoration works with the federal, state and 
local officials, and the public, to determine the appropriate cleanup remedy.

A "removal action" occurs if contamination is found that could pose a threat to 
public health or the environment.  The action is taken as quickly as possible to 
eliminate the potential threat.  Five removal actions are complete and two are close 
to completion.

In the cleanup process, completion of a given step usually means the issuance of a 
major report.  These reports are listed in quotation marks across the top section.  
Below are the actual or anticipated dates when regulators release these reports to 
the public.  Future dates are scheduled in the "Schedules Document," which 
proposes the timetable for each operable unit and removal action.  

These schedules, approved by the U.S. Department of Energy, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, are updated at least annually and may change based 
on  the time needed to review and finalize draft reports. Also listed above the 
columns are the cleanup-related activities that do not result in major 
reports—sampling, analysis and evaluation of data and public participation—but 
play major roles in the cleanup process. 

The completed reports listed here, as well as the Schedules Document, are available 
for public review as part of the "Administrative Record" of the BNL cleanup.  
Complete sets of the Administrative Record are available at the Lab's four 
information respositories (for locations, see page 7). Document summaries, meeting 
schedules and other public participation information can be also be found at the 
OER web site (www.oer.dir.bnl.gov).

T

completed
5/96

DONE6/96


